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4 CAP. 275] Belize Towrism Board (Tow Culde )
CHAPTER 275
4 o’ el BELIZE TOURISM BOARD
114 of 1994, TTIYE TION
F27th Awgust, 1904 ]

Short title. 1. These Regulations may be cited as the
BELIFE TOURISM BOARD ({TOUR GUIIYE)

REGULATIONS

Imterprctation 2. In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires:

“Board™ means the Belize Touriam Boeard established under the Belize Tourist

CAP, 2324, Board Act:

“Commines” means the Tour Guide Committee established under regulation 3
of these Regulations:

Win, 22 of 1990, “drug” means o controlled drug under the Misuse of Drugs Act
“licence’” means a licence granted under these Regulations and “licence holder™
shall be construed dccordinglv:

L4l 1996, “national anractions™ inchade attractions of a tourksm: nature, situated in Belize,
and the mfrmstruciure which makes the functionmg of, and peeess 1o, such
amractions possible:

*registered medical practitboner” means 4 person registered under the Medical

CAP. 38 Practitioners Registration Act:

P14 o 1956, “our guide” means 4 person in possession of a tour guide licence sranted
undder Regufation 5 of these Resulations, whose main occupation &5 showing
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Belize Tourism Board (Towr Gridel [CAP. 275

tourists the national atiractions, and generally waiching over the safety while
doing so, This service must be paid for,

3. (R Far the purpose of these Regulations, there shall be established
a Committes o be called the “Toar Guide Committee”,

(2} The Committee shall consistof nine members who shall. subject
by subregutation (3} below, be appointed by the Minister as follows:

fir)

{hy

fcl

full

fel

four representatives nominated by local tour goide
associations recognired by the Board,

one representative nominated by the Belize Tourism
Board;

one representative nominated by the Belize Tourism
Industry Association;

one representative nominated by the Belize Tour
Chperators Association; and

two representatives appointed by the Minister in
his own discretion.

(3 In making appoinmments of members o Commitiee {whether in
his own discrefion or atherwise), the Minister shall have due regand 10 the
geographical distribution of tour guides in order 1o ensure that all wurism
destinntions are adequately represented.

{4 The members of the Committee shall hold office for a persod
not exceeding two years as may be specified in the instrument of appointment
and such member shadl be eligibe for reappoiniment.
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4 CAP, 275] Belize Toanrism Board (Towr Cruide)

i%)  The members of the Committee shall appomt a suitable person
from among their membership to be the Chainman of the Committee, and the
Chairman shall have an ongmel and a casting vole.

(&) A memberof the Commitice may st any Time resign his office by
instrument in writing addressed o the Chairman of the Committee,

{7} Minister may for good and sufficient cause revoke the appointment
of a member of the Commimnee,

farl upon the recommendation of the mmorty of the
todal membership of the Committee, of
ik} where he thinks it expedient so 1o do:
Provided that in revoking the appointment of a member under paragmph
iby] above, the Minister shall do =0 atter consultation with the Commitiee.,

(%) The quoram at all meetings of the Committee shall be five members,

(%) Subject to these Regulations. the Committee may regulate its
own procedure.

[ustess and 4. The fumctions of the Committee shall be 1o

femeiuym
oof the Ucmmmiiliae,

fia) receive and determine applications for licences
under these Regulstions;

b provide advisory and information services to
licence holders:

foi assist licence holders in any matters aflecting the
discharge of their functions;
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Belize Towrtsm Board (Tour Guide) JCAP. 278 7
() perform any other function for the better camying
out of the provisions of these Regulations:
fe)  make recommendations to the Bourd regarding the 114 af 1996,

recognition of local tour guide associations,

(1} Subject to the provisions of these Regulations, any person  Licenoes
intending 1o operate as atour guide stall apply to the Committes on an apphication
form prescribed by the Committee and such person shall submit his application
along with the fillowing to the Comimites:

() medical cenificate issued by a registered medical
practilionet:

fh) recent police record;

fej  two recommendations from persons in good
standing who are well scquainted with the
applicant,

(d) a formal recommendation from a recopnized local
tour guide association:

fe)  two passport size photographs. ooe of which shail
be certificd as being that of the applicant:

ifi proof of Belircan citizenship or of permanent 114 of |96,
residency with tour guiding as the defined
occupation; and

fg)  proal of acereditation in the courses listed in
regulation .

(2} Four guides who have been in the tour guide indusiry for a
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period of at least ten years and who do not possess the necessary requirements
for a licence under these Regulutions may obtain a licence provided thar such
Tovinr priides:

(il submit a letter of recommendation from a local
tour guide association which is scquuinted
with the tour guide;

fii)  reliobly and effectively satisfy ihe Committee
of their competency in the aseas of
requirement for a licence under these
Regulations; and

fi)  satisty any other necessary requirements as
stipulated by the Committee,

(1) A licence granted under subregrulation (2) above may be subject
1 such terms and conditions as the Cosmmittee deems it

(4} Subject to subregulation (&) of this regulation. all licences shall
be issed by the Cammittee upon payment (o the board of a fec oFseventy five
dollars by the applicant and such licences shall be in the foem prescribed in the

Schedule,  Schedule hereto:

Ndetimn  Provided that if the Chairman of the Committes is unable or mwilling 10 sign o
beence the Chairman of the Board shall sign the licence in the place of the
Chatrman of the Commitiee,

(31 All licences issued under these Regulations shall expire within
ane vear from the date of issue but may berenewed for like period upon pavment
of the preseribed fee and upon production of the documents specified in
parngraphs fay, (b fd and ey of subregulation (1) of this regulation,
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Belize Towrism Board (Towr Ciulded [{CAP. 275 q

(63 All tour guides shall. while conducting tours, prominenthy display
upan their persons a laminated copy of their licence,

(7 Any person aggrieved by a refusal of the Committee 1o grant a
licence may appeal to the Hoard.

i8)  Where a licence has been lkost, the holder of such licence may
apply tor a replacement licence upon payvment of a fee of ten dollars, and the
replacement licence shull expire af the expiration period of the ordginal lost
licence.

(%) All licence tees pavable under this repulation shall be credited
i the sccoumt of the Board.

(10} The Board shall provide guidelines to the Commitee for the 514 of 1996
licensing of site specific tour guides.

. {1 Mo person shall operate. advertise or hold himself out as atour  Probibition on
guide without first obtaining a licence in accordance with these Regulations. operating witkow
lhcetice
(2] Any person who at the commencement of these Regulations
15 pperating and desires to continue t0 operate as a tour guide shall within six
manths of the date of commencement of these Regulations apply tothe Commitiee
for a licence in accordance with the provisions of these Repulatiins.

() Any person who contravenes subregulation (1) or (2) above, |14 af 1996
O aIy person, company, entity or other group of persons who employs a person
whix is not licensed &s a wour guide in accondance with these Regulations, commits
an offence and is lishle on summary conviction:

fa)  In the case of a natural person. W a fine not
exceeding five hondred dollars or to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding one vear, or to both such
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1 CAP.275) Belize Towrtsm Board (Towr Gride)

fine and term of imprisonment:

il in the case of a company, entity. or other group of
persons, to @ fine not exceeding five thousand

dollars.
Crilerin fir pramiing. 7. {1} Subject to subregulation (2} of this regulation, no lieence shall
ol L, be granted 1o a person unless that person:
|14 of 1956, fa)  isaeitizen or a permanent resident of Belize with

tour guiding as a defined occupation:
ihi s eighteen years of age or older!

fel  possesses the aptitude and health which s required
and which is compatible with his work:

id) s fluent in the English lanpuage:

fel  has successfully completed the course of study
stipulatad in regulation ¥ of these Regulations:

i) has not within five vears prior to his application
been convicted of a crmnal offence;

fgd 18 of good choracter.

{2} Notwithstanding anything comained in these Regulations, the Committes
may, in the event there is a shortage of tour guides generally, or of tour guides
possessing amy particular skill, training or qualification necessany for tour guiding,
grat a provisional livence to o person subject to such terms and conditions as
twa thinds of the Commitiee may deem fit.

Academic L (17 Anapplicant fora licence under these Regulations shall possess
qualificalons,
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Belize Towran Bovwd (Towr Cruide) JCAF. 275 i

accreditation in at least the following courses;
fie) fundamentals of Belizean Eco-Tourism;
iy fundamentals of tour gusding;

fel  ecology. conservation and envirommental
protection;

fe)  natral history of Belize;

fer  history and geography of Belize:

ir art, folklore and culture of Belize;

fi)  human relations and professional ethics:

fiy safety, firstaid. and cardio pulmonary resuscititions
and

(il practical field experience.

(2 I'he examiners in these courses shall be recognized professionals
in their respective figlds.

(3) All persons seeking training in the above courses shall be
responsible for paying their own fees,

4y The Committee shall reserve the right 10 require higher
qualilications than those specified in this regulation from persons who, in the
opinion of the Committee may be involved in high risk activities.

a, 1t shall be the duty of leence holders under these Regulitions to: [hugy of ligence
melders.
FHE SURSILARY LAWS OF BELIZE KW ISEL BENTIO™ 2880

Primied by the Govemment Prinder,
M 1 Power Lane,
Beebmopur, by the aathoiry ol

the Goveramol ol Belice



12 CAP. 275]

Relize Tourism Board (Tour Ciuide)

fer)

ih)

fied

full

fuy

£h

Functigna ol 1. The tunctions of
lbzence hoaldess,

fak

b

fou

11 19, fel}

THE SUBSIEHARY LAWS {5k BELLIZE

maintain at all times appropriate personal
appearance;

cooperale with the Committee whenever this is
necessary for the promotion of tourism in Belize;

tuke all necessary steps to safeguard the
environmental imteerity of Belize;

attend cultural activities or events or refresher
courses organized by the Committee o improve
and enhance their performance in their profession.

exercise thelr functions as tour guides and in
touristic enterprises; and

eooperate and seck advice from the Board in order
ta maore efficiently carmy out their duties,

licence holders under these Regulations shall be o

convey and guide tourisis o and in touristic
attractions, facilities and establishments,

assist tourists with their shopping needs while
ensuring that articles of aris and craft purchased
are of good quality and authenticity:

assist tourlsts in avoiding excessive charpes for
services or items purchised;

provide tourists with information about
transportation, tourist services, national artractions.
social and economic conditions, public attractions.
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Belize Towrtsm Bogrd (Towr Guide) JCAF. 275 13

climatic and sanitary conditions, lodging facilities
and other matiers of interest in the country, in as
precise and trathlul & manner as possible;

fe)  reporlany abuse or infractions of the laws relating
10 tourism by any persan to the Committee;

if take all necessary steps to safeguard the
environmental integrity of Belize: and

g testify, if requested, before the refevant authorities 1714 0f 1996,
of any abuses to wurists under their care.

1. Any tour puide licensed under these Regulations who- Offences and
penaltles,
fiih insults, abuses or harasses a wourist, either through
word or deed:
il induces or encourages TOURSE 10 do anything

contrary Lo the laws of Belwe or to do anything
which goes against good customs or morals;

fe) carries out or attempis to carry out his functions
under these Regulations while under the influence
of aleohol or illegal drups:;

fef)  offers for sale or otherwise any illegal drugs or
illegal commaodities to tourists:

fe) is convicted of any serious crime by any court of
faw;

(6 engages in any activity detrimental to the
environmental integrity or archagological or culteral
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I4 CAP. 275] Belize Towrism Boord (Towr Giele )

heritage of Beliee:

14 af 194, fe)  contravenes subregulation (6) of Regulation 5 of
these Regulations shall be liable to pay to the
Board, upon demand, a fine of 525,00

shall, in addition 10 the penalties prescribed under any other law, be linble to
any of the following disciplinary actions by the Commitice:

e} reprimand;
il suspension of licence:
fe) revocation of licence.

Repeal of 12, The Belwe Tourism Board ( Tourist Guide) Regulations, 1992 are herely
5.1 1302 repealed.

Commenocment 13. T F{egulal;inum shall come into foree on the 1* of November, 1994,
MADE by the Belize Tourism Board this 3rd day of August, 1994
(SANTIAGO CASTILLOY
irairmnan

Bedize Towism Bomd

APPROVED by the Minister responsible for Tourism this 3rd day of

August, 1954,
{(HENRY YOUNG)
Minister of Tourism ard
e Enviranmernt
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[Regulation 5]

(INSERT HERE FULL NAME AND ADDHESS)

being gqualified 1o .;:upmnu: a5 a tour f‘IJLdI.': and 1"|-i|-'- mg Fl'ald l|'lL ||»E

af... , is hereby licensed under the Belize Tourism Board (Tour

(11.|u:|r::| FLLLIJld[!H_HIH, w0 operate as a TOUR GUIDE in Belize until the. .
| o

DATED this ...........day ol ... I . | S

Cheairman
Tanr Ciutde Commitiee
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Belize Tourism Board (Towr Operators)  |CAP. 275 17

CHAFTER 275
BELIZE TOURISM BOARD (TOUR OPERATORS) 90 of 154
REGULATIONS
315t July, 1999, ]

L. These Regulations may be cited as the Shert fitle,
BELIZE TOURISM BOARD (TOUR OFPERATORS)
REGULATIONS.

2, (13 Inthese Regulations. unless the context otherwise requires-  Interpretation.,

“Board” means the Belize Tourist Board established under the Bele Tourst
Board Act; CAP, 2324,

“Commitlee” means the Tour Operstors Committee established under Regulation
3 below:;

“drug™ means a controlled drig under the Misuse of Drugs Act; Mo, 22 1991,

“licence™ means a licence issued under these Regulations and “lcence holder™
shall be éomstrued accordingly:

“Minister™ means the Minister responsible tor Tourism;
“tour aperstor” means, subject 1o Regulation 6(2) below:
) a Belizean citizen, or permanent resident with the
business of wur operator defined as his occupation

on his permanent residency permit, who falls inio
one of the various categortes set out in subregulation
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W CAPR 75| Belize Tovrism Board (Tow- Uperatars)

{2) below; or

fh) an entity which is controlled by a majority of
Belizeans or permanent residents of Belize, ora
company whose majority sharcholding is owned
bv Belizeon citizens or permanent residents,
which falls into one of the various categorics sct
out in subregulation (2) below,

(20 The various categories referred 1o in the definition of “tour
operntor” i subregulation (1) above ares-

da)  an individual, company or entity that operates
and markets wour packages internationally, and
also execures complete tour packages of any
nature to guests, including transportation within
Belize, lodgings, meals, and guided tours to
pre-selected wurist sites in Belire by air. sea or
land, including guided dive and snorkefing tours
1o pre-selected tourist sites within the territorial
waters of Belize:

i an individual, company or entity that execuies
countrvwide tour packages of any nature o
guests and offers lodgings, meals and guided
tours i pre-sefected tourist sites in Belize by
air, sea or land;

fel an individual. company, or entity thal executes
localized tour packages of any nature o guests
nnd offers lodgings. menls and puided tours ©
pre-selected tourist sites in Belize by air, sea or
land:
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|CAP. 275

)

fid)

an individual, company or entity (inclisling without
limitation all types of hotels and touwrist
secommaodation as defined in the Hotels and
Towrist Accommodation Act) that is involved in
executing ground handling operation tour services,
either of a complete nature or a segment thereof,
and which works or represents international
interests. or works with intermational tour
individuals, companies or entities in partnership
through satellite operations, strategic alliances or
otherwise,

3. {1 Far the purposas of these Repulamons, there shall be and is
hereby established o Committes to be known as the Tour Operators Committes
theremaficr referred to as “the Committea™) which shall be constituted in the
munner provided in subregulation (2) below,

(2} The Commines shall consist of nine members appointed by the

Mmister a5 follows:-

fu1)

ihi

ol

fuf)

!

THE SUBSHHARY LAWS OF BELLEE

three representatives nominated by the local Tour
Orperators Association recognised by the Board:

two representotives nomineted by the Bosed:

one representative nominated by the Belize Tounsm
Industry Association;

one representative nominated by the Belize Hotel
Association;

one representative nominated by a Tour Guide
Associstion recognised by the Board; and
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2 CAP. 275] Belize Towrism Board (Towr Operaiors)

il one representative nominated by the Minister in
his absolute discretion,

(3} Inmaking any appointment under subregulation (2) above,
the Minisser shall first 1ake into aecount. consider ond have due regand 1o the
gecgraphical distribution of tour operators in order o ensure, where applicable,
that all tourism destinations are adequately represented.

(4} Each member of the Committee shall hold office for a penod
motexcoeding two years as may be specified in his instrument of appomtmeent
and shall be eligible for reappointment.

£5)  The members of the Committee shall eleet from among their
number a suitable person to be the Chaiperson of the Commities, and the
Chatrperson so elected shall have an origmal and a casting vode.

{6y A memberof the Commitiee may at any time resipn his office
b instrument inwriting addressed w the Chairperson of the Committee. and
in the case of the Chairperson addressed 1o the Miniser,

{7y The Minister may for good and sufficient couse revoke the
appaintrment of a member of the Comrmittes:-

forl upon the recommendation of the total
membership of the Comminee; or

il where he thinks it expedient to do =o:

Provided that in revoking the appointment of &8 member of the
Comminee under paragraph () above, the Minister shall only do so after
consultation with, and with the majonty consensus of, the whole Committee.
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Belize Tourive Board (Towr Cpevators) [CAP. 2758 21

(8)  The quorum at all meetings of the Committee shall be five
members,

i Subject tor these Regulations, the Commiitee may regulate its
own proceduore.

4, The Mnetions of the Committee shall melude:- Funclions of the
Commiites,
fa)  receiving, considering and determining applications
for licences under these Regulations;

fb) providing advisery information and other related
services to liwence hobders;

fol assisting licence holders in any matters affecting
the discharge of their functions;

fy  performing any other functions for the beter
carrying out of the objects and purposes of thess
Regulations mcluding but not be limited to defining
policy guidelines for the tour operators industry,
setting and revising on a continwous: basis the
licensing criteria for tour sperators, and developing
rules and regulstions for the training of tour
operators and other related activities.

& An individual, company or entity desiring o operate as 8 four operator  Tour Operatiors
in and within Belize from the commencement of these Regulations shall complete ™0 be licensed.

and subrnit an application o o the Committee in the form set out inthe First  Application Form.
Schedule to these Regulations, First Schedule,
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Criterin fior f. (n Subject 10 subregulation (2) below, the Board shall grant a

Heenslng. liceEnies o

it

fli
el
Towr and Safeiy fel)
Equipment,
Third Schedule,
fe)
ff?
(i

THE SUBSIARY LAWS OF BELIZE

an individual who 5 a Belizean citizen or
permancnt resident with the businegss: of “woor
operator” defined as his occupation on the
permanegnt residency permit:

an entity which is controlled by a majority of
Belizeans or permanent residents of Belize, ora
company whose majority sharcholding is owned
by Belizeans or permanent residents, and which
possesses a valid trade licence:

applicants who have not, for the past five vears,
been convicted of an offence involving
dishonesty, and who have not within that period
been declared bankrupt;

applicants with all appropriate tour and safety
equipment essential for the particular tour
operation 48 setout in the Third Schedule hereto:

applicants with the ability and capability to
package, market and/or operate tours and
represent Belize, both within and without, in a
professional manner;

ndividuals who are eighteen (18) vears old and
above!

applicants who submit, together with their
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Belize Towrism Board (Towr Operalors) [CAP.275 1

ppplication firms as set out in the First Schedule  Application Form.
hereto:- First Schedule.

() proch of “Tour operators” business registered
under the laws of Belize: and

fif)  one written letter of recommendation from an
individual within the wourism commueniny of
Belize of pood standing recognised by the
Conumittee: and

fifll  anon-rehundable application tee of Belize twa
hundred and fifty dollars: and

fivi  two photographs of the interior and exterior
of the place where they cammy on the
business of tour operators; and

fvi in the case of a company, 8 copy of its
memocrandum and aricles of association and
certificate of registration; and

fvi)  professional details of persons emploved or
tn he emploved by the applicant, and  the
number of Belfzean citizens or permanent
residents so emploved; and

fvif) @ description of the nature and category of
wur packages offered. or to be offered,
by the applicant, including the equipment
opergied by the tour operator, and the
tourist sites or tourist activities associated
with such our packages,
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Mo 12009,

{2} Tour Uperators who have been operating as such tora period
of at least one year before the commencement of these Regulations { including
without limitation all tvpes of hotels and tourist accommodation as defined in
the Hotels and Towrtst Accommaodation Act) and who do not meet the lieensing
criteria specitied in subregulation (1)ar and by above may obtain a licence
under these Begulations provided that they meet all the other licensing eriteria
specified in subregulation (1 )fe) to (gl above and provided further that they
sehimit i the Committies;-

feal prodl of continuous tour operations in Belie for
a period of at least one vear prior to the
commencement of these Begulations, in the form
of receipts, evidence of income and business tax
retums or previous trade licences or any other
evidence of a similar nature; and

i} proaf that they are competent to conduct the
business of tour operators: and

fid any other requireminis which the Commities may
stipulnte as ¢ condition precedent 1o the issoe of
the licence.

(3} Tour operators who do not fall under the categorics specitied
in Regulation 22} or under subregubsion (2) of this Regulation may only
operate in Belize if they wtilise the services of tour operators licensed under
these Repulations and they submit 10 the Committes, in such detall ax the
Committee may require, the names and other particulars of such tour operators.

{4} Any foreign wur operator whi conducts tour operations in
Belize in contravention of subregulation (3] above commits an offence and
shall be lmhle on summary conviction 10-a fine notexceedmg Belie live thousand

THE SUESIDIARY LAYWS OF HELLEL REVISED LDITION 2063
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dollars or to imprisonment for a periad not exceeding twelve manths,

7, i A licence 1ssued by the Comminee o a tour operator under

these Regulations:-
(e

ff)

el

fely

e

(£

fa!

shall expire on the 31 December in each year:

shall be issued upon payment to the Board of a
non-refundable fee of Belize two hundred and fifty
dollars by the applicant;

shall be in the form st out in the Second Schedule
1o these Regulations:

shall, unless revoked by the Commitiee for just
cause, be renewable by the Committee upon
pavment to the Board by the applicant thereof of
a pon-refundable fee of Belize two hundred and
fifty dollars; and wpan full compliance with all the
conditions stipulated by the Committee;

may be revoked by the Committee if the licence
holder contravenes any term or condition set out
therein;

shall be non-transferable and non-assignable:

shall be subject 10 such terms and conditions as
the Committee may think fit to impose.,

(2} A licence issued under these Regulations shall not provide or

cover for-

THE SUBSIDEARY LAWS (0 BELIFE
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26 CAP. 275 Bedize Towrizm Board (Tour Cheralors)

fa)  work permits: and

bt any other permits required under any low m force
in Belize for operating o business in Belize.

i3) Where a licence issued by the Commitiee 10 an applicant
under these Regulations has been lost, destroved, defaced or mutilated, the
licence holder may apply to the Comminee for & replacement copy thereof
upon payment of a nonsrefindable fee of Belize twenty five doliars and such
licence shall expine on the 31* December of the vear in which it is issued.

(4) Al fises paid pursuant to these Regulations shall be credited
tor the account of the Board.

Dutles of Ticence L} It shall be the duty of all licence holders under these Regulations:-

holders,
fat) to utilise onlv feensed tour guides and tour

Dperators;
Tour and Salety /by o maintain valid, licensed and insured tour and
Equipment safely equipment as set out in the Third Schedule
Third Schedule. tor those Regolations;

feh o be in possession of valid passenger liability
insursnee on all equipment at all times:

fdi 1o take all necessary steps io sateguard the
environmental, moral. historical and cultural
integrity of Belize;

fel to maintnin at all times @ppropriate personal
appearances and ensure thet their employvees do
the same;

THE SUBSITLARY LAWS OF BELLZE HEVISED EDFTHNN 20
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if) 1o cooperate with the Commitize whenever this is
necessary forthe development of tourism in Belize.

9 (1 Any licence older who- Offences and
penallics,
fay  insulis, abuses or harsses without just cause a tourisl
under his care. either through word or deed: or

ih) induces or encourages a tourst under his care to
do anything contrary 1o the laws of Belize which
goes against good customs and morals; ar

fet carmies oul or anempis 1o camry out his functions
under these Regulations while under the influence
of alcohol or el drgs; or

fe) offers fior sale or otherwise any illicit drugs or illegal
commodity o tourists: or

fet  engages in any activity detrimental to the
environmental integrity or archaselogical or culural
heritage of Belire:

commits an offence and shall be lable on summary conviction L a fine not
exceading five thousand dollars or 1o imprisonment for a period not exceeding
stx manths, or o both such fine and pericd of imprisonment.

{2y Amy person who operates, advertises or hobds himselloul as a
tour operator without first obtaining a licence issued under these Regulations,
ar having been issued with o licence, operaies in contravention ol any term or
candition contoined in the licence. commits an offence and shall be liable on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars or 10
impriscnment for a period not exceeding six months, or 10 both such fine and
period of imprisonment.
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Rapeils mnd
fmmencement

(31 All fines paid under these Regulations shall be credited 1w
the aceount of the Board.

(4] Without prejudice 1o any penalties which may be prescribed
by any other law. if a tour operator engaees in any conduct which is not
specifically prohibited under these Regulations but which in the opinion of
the Commitiee places the profission in disnepute, the Commitiee may impose
an stich tour operator any of the following disciplinary measures, namely:-

fa) @ reprimand; or

fh)  suspension of the licence of the tour operator
for such period a3 the Committee may determine;
or

fe)  retusal to renew o licence of the tour operator
L such period as the Committes may determine:
or

fefl revocation of the licence of the tour operator

10, (1} Upen the commencement of these Regulations. the Belize
Tourist Board { Towr Operators) Regulations shall stand repealed. but such

LN, repeal shall not affect the validity of any licence issued thereunder which will
be in force after the commencement of these Regulations.
(2) Ihese Regulations shall come into force on the ...
| R - [ §
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Belize Tovurism Board (Towr Operatorsi |[CAP. 278 20
MADE by the Belize Tourist Board this .......ooeevve.., day of
................................ 19949,
Acrimg (Chairman)
Belize Towrism Bogrd
APPROVED by the Mmister of Tourism this 12th day of May, 1999,
(MARK ESPAT)
Mirister of Terrism
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FIRST SCHEDULFE (REGS. S AND 6]
BELIZE TOURISM BOARD
FOUR OPERATORS) REGULATIONS
APPLICATION FORM

Mame of Applicant (Company

(Entity
{Individual
{CrwnerManager
Business Address
Telephone Fax:
Home Address
Telephone

Date legally registered

Crwnership of company /Entity

Hame

THFE STURSITHARY 1LAWS §¥F RELIEE REVISED EDITIOY 1043
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the trovemmeend of Helize



Belize Tourism Bogred i Towr Opevators)  JCAP. 275 5

Address
Telephone FuVE-Mail'Website
DATE SIGNATURE
EOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
Recommendations
THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OFF BELIZE HEVISED EBITHIN 2003
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NS ' 57
RIS
Tou 54 .
FORM OF LICENCE

NOT TRANSFERRAHLE/ASSIGNABL E

LICEN N,

Msk ILL NAME AN il |

being qualified 1o operate as a tour operator, and having paid the fee of
dollars, i hereby licensed under the Belize Tourist Board | Tour Operators) Regulations, 15999

e operate as a TOUR OPERATOR in Belize until the day of
(speeiTy rupe of acvimies alloaed) {spesify evpiry dafc)
fapseily Ll'lld::nlllh'l -p.n-_:u-. |.--«.|:-|.|-,- :-.e-lrl—
DATED this day of R o
lmes ymioaihg LEry

CHATRPERSCN
Tour Operator Commiiles
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IRD SC 18 GS. B AN

|.  Fire Extinguisher.

[

First Aid Kits,
3 Seat Belts,
4. Life Jackets.
% FlaresRelectorsLights,
. Fire Axe (optonal),
7. Communication Device,
g.  Tow Cahle
% Tool Box
11, Flash Light.

i Addeguate sealed drinking water,

THE STURSIDLAKRY LAWS OF BELIZE REVESED EDITION 1063
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CHAPTER 278
LI .
GEN I TONS
1 Shor tithe
F 3 Interpretation.
3, Catcgories of persons qualified to be operators,
4, Establishment of Committee.
5. Functions of Commitee,
. Operators 10 be licenced.
7. Oither criteria for licensing.
B. Licences.
9. Dunies of licence holders.
[0,  Offences and penalies.
11. Repeals.
12, Commencemen.
THE SUBSEHARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDTTION 2683
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FIRST SCHEDULE
a5 ND SCHEDUL

THIRD SCHEDULE
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CHAPTER 275

&k of 2002, BELIZE TOURISN W h
= VESSELS) REGLULA

foth July, 2002, ]
St title, 1. These Regulitions may be cited as the

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD (LOCAL WATER PASSENGER
AND WATERSPORTS VESSELS) REGULATIONS,

lsberpretation. 2. Inthese Regulations. unless the context otherwise reguirnes. -
“aharised person” medins:

fir) a person authorised by the Board to administer
these Reculations;

fhy  a police afficer: or
ficd an afficer of the Board;

AP, 2TE “Hoard™ menns the Helie Towrem Bosd ecmbiiched whder the Belime Towrsom
Board Act;

“cruising” means boating for pleasure and #s.a means of ansportation in any
partof the werritorial waters of Belize but does not inclsde mere passage through
such waters,

“Harbowr Master™ means the Harbour Master or g person acting under his
authority, express or implied:

THE SUNSEHARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION Hsd
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Bulise Towrion Boerd (Local Weier Passenger and Warersports Veswelyy [CAP. 275 37

“local water passenger vessel” includes cruise tenders, shuttles, sail boats, water
tax {5, pontoon boats, party boats, wour boats and skiffs which ane used by local
waler passenger vessel providers for cruising purposes within the territorial
walers of Belie upon payment of any foe or some other form of reward by a
PASSENZET;

“local wasersports vessel” means any motorized vessel used by local watersports
vessel providers to provide watersports services 1o the public upon payment of
a foe or some other form of reward and includes vessels used for parasailing,
waler skiing, jet skiing and sport fishing:

“Ninister™ means the Mnister for the time being responsible for tourism;

“operator” means the owner of any local water passenger vessel or Jocal
waterspors vessel and includes any person for the tme being in change and in
control of such vessel:

“territoral waters of Belize” has the same meaning assigned 1o it under section CAR 1L
3 of the Mantime Areas Acl

X Any- Catepories of
peraons gualifsd
fa)  Belizean citizen, or permanent resident of Belize 1o beoperalors,
with the business of tourism indicoted as his
principal occupation on his permangnt residency
permit and who has resided in the  country for a
least five vears; or

(&) entity which iz controlled by o majority of Belimeans
ar permanent residents of Belize who have resided
in the country for at least tive vears, or a company
whose majority shareholding is owned by Belizean
citizens or permanent residents of Belize who have

THE SUESHHARY LAWS (0F BELLIEE REVISERD EINTHN 13
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resided in the country for at least five years,

may, subject to the provisions of regulation 7(2), apply to the Commitiee for 4
licence 10 be an operator of & kocal water passenger vessel or s locel watersporis
viessel,

Establishment of 4, {1}  For the purposes of these Regulations, there shall be and &

Comstiriee hereby established o Committee to be known as the Local Water Passenger
Vessels and Local Watersports Vessels Committee (hereinafier referred to as
“dthe Committee™) which, shall be constituted in the manner provided in sub-
regulation (),

23 The Cominittee shall consist of nine members appointed by
thi Minister as follows -

fa)  one representative nominated by the Water Tax
Associntion;

(i two representatives nominated by the Bowrd:

fod onerepresentative nominated by the Belize Tourism
Industry Association;

fedd ane reprézentative nominated by the Belize
National Tour Operators Association:

fe)  one representative nominated by the Minister in
his own discretion from suitably qualifed persons
with adequate knowledge of the tourism industry:

i ong representative nominated by the Belize Pon
Authority:

THE SURSIDLARY [LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDHTION 2l
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(g/  ome representative nominated by & Tour Guide
Association recognized by the Board; and

fhy  one representative of the Cruise Ship Taxi
Association.

(33 Each member of the Committee shall hold office for a period
not exceeding two vears as may be specified in his instrument of appointment
and shall k¢ efigible for reappointment

(40 The members of the Committee shall ebect from among their
number a suitable person to be Chairperson of the Commitiee and the
Chairperson so elected shall have an original and a casting vote.

(3b A member of the Committee may at any time resign his office
by instrument in writing addressed to the Chairperson of the Committee, and in
the ease of the Chairperson, addressed 1o the Minister.

(6)  The Minister may for good and sufficient cause revoke the
dppointrment of o member of the Commitiee:-

fid upon the recommendation of the tolal membership
of the Comimittee: or

(i) where he thinks it expedient to do so:

Prowided that in reveking the appointment of a member of the Commiftee
under paragraph (b)), the Minister shall only do so after consultation with, and
with the majority consensus of, the whole Commities.

(7] The quorum at all meetings of the Committee shall be five
members,

(B} Subject 1 these Regulations the Committee may regulaie its

THE SUBSRITHARY LAWS OF BELILE REVISEDF EDFTION 2840
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o procedure.

Functlons of 5. The functions of the Committee shall include the fdlowing;-

Uidrimvmiteg,

fedd

il

fied

fiid

receiving. considering and determining applications
for licences under these Regulations:

providing advisory information and other related
services 10 licence holders:

assisting licence holders in any matters affecting
the discharge of their functions;

performing any other functions for the better
carrying out of the objects and purposes of these
Regulations, including but not limited to defintng
pilicy guidelines for the operation of local water
passenger vessels and local watersports vessels,
and setting and revising on a continuous basis the
licensing criteria for operators, and developing niles
and regulations for the training of operators and
other similar activities,

CIperaling b . il Any midividual, company or entity referred 10 in regulation 3
be licensed, whi or which is desirous of aperating a local water passenger vessel or a local

water sports vessel shall complete and submit an application form 1 the
Flest Schedule, Committee in the form set out in the First Schedule.,

2] When making an application under sub-regulation (1), the
upplicant shall pay to the Bagrd a non-refundable application fiee of twenty-five

dollars,

(ber eriterin T (1) Subject to sub-regulation (2 the Commettee shall prant a leenoe -

for licemsing.
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fal  anindividual whe is a Belizean citizen or permanent
resident with the business of tourism indicated as
his principal occupation on his permanent residency
permit and who has resided in Belize for at least
ive yemrs;

fhi an entity which is controlled by a majority of
Belizeans or permanent nesidents of Belize, ora
company whose maejority sharcholding is owned
by Belizean eitizens or permanent residents, and
which possesses a valid trade licence;

ey applicants who have not, for the previous three
years, been convicled of an offence involving
dishonesty, or any other serious offence recognized
as such by the Committee, and wiho have not within
that period been declared bankrupt in Belure or
abroad:

fef}  applicants who are at least eighteen (18) vears of
age and who have a minimum of one year boating
experience:

fel applicants who submit, together with the
application form as set out in the First Schedule-  Fira Schedule

fiy  proof of ownership of the local water
passenger vessel or local watersponts vessel;

fiil  a valid certificate of seaworthiness in respect
of the vesse] and a safery licence wssuwed by
the Belize Port Authority and additionally the
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g

capiain of the vessel must be licensed by the
Belize Pont Authority:

flidd & valid copy of their [Eshility insurmnce:

in the case of & company, a copy of its
memorandum and articles of association and
certificate of registration: and

protessional details of persons emploved or 1o be
ermploved by the applicant (if any ), and the number
of Belize citizens and permanent residents so
emploved,

(2} Uperators who have been operating &s such for a period of
at keast one vear before the commencement of these Regulations and who do
mat meet the licensing criteria specified in sub-regulation {1 and B may
ehiain a licence under these Regulations provided that they meet all the other
licensing eriterin specified in sub-regulation (1)fc) to fgd and provided further
that they submit 1o the Committee, &t least thirty days after the commencemen

of these Regulations-

fiid

‘hi

VHE SURSIREARY LAWS OF BELIZE

proof of continuous local water passenger or
walersports vessel operations in Relize for a pariod
of at least one vear prior to the commencement of
these Regulations. in the form of receipts, evidence
of income tax and business tax retums or previous
trade licences or any other evidence of a similar
nature; and

prool that they are competent 1o canduct the
business of local water passenger or walersporis
vessel operations; and
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fi

any other requirements which the Comminee may
stipulate as a condition precedent to the fssue of
the licence,

(3} Forcign water passenger or watersports vessel operators who
dox ot fall under the categories specified in sub-regulation (2) shall anly operate
n the termtarial waters of Belize under special licences granted by the Commitice.

(4] Amy person who contravenes sub-regulation (3) commits an
offence and shall be lable on summary conviction to @ fine not exceeding five
thousand dolbars or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding one year,

B. (1) A licence issued by the Comminge under these Regulations:-  Licences,

s

(ht

el

feld

fel

i

THE SUBSIIFIARY LAWS OF RELTEE

shall be un annual licence expiring one vear after
the date of its initial issue;

shall be issued upon pavment to the Board

of the requisite fee in respect of the vessel as set
out in the Thind Schedule: Third Schedule

shall not cover work permits, accommodation tax,
customs duties or other charges and imposts:

shiall be in the form set out in the Second Schedule:  Second Sehedule.

shall. unless revoked by the Committee for just
cause. be renewable by the Committee upon
payment to the Board by the applicant of the fee
referred 1o in paragraph (b);

may be issued subject 1o conditions, and may be
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revoked by the Committee if the licence holder
contravenes any term or condition set out in the
licence;

(2 shall be non-transferable and non-assignable; and

i) shall reguire the licence holder to observe
standards which may be required by the Port
Authority and the Committee from time to time.

(2} A licence granted under these Regulations may be renewed
fior further periods of one year on compliance with sub-regulation (1),

Dhuties of 2. (1) It shall be the duty of all operators under these Regulations-
licenee holders,
fa) 1o display in a conspicuous place on his vessel a
valid licence sticker issued by the Committes;

fir) 1o produce the licence in respect of his vessel within
twenty four hours, if an authorised person demands
such production;

el to ensure that his vessel s licensed at all times,
and whers a licence or a lcence sticker is last,
destroyed or mutilated a1 least three months before
the date of its expiration, to apply 1w the Board for
@ copy and to pay on such application a
nonrefundable fee of five dollars.

(2} Any operator who contravenes sub-regulation { 1) commits
an effence and shall be able an summary conviction 1o a fine of two thowsand
diolbars or 1o imprisonment for a period of two moniths,
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1. Any person who forges any licence, or bas in his posséssion any false
document which closely resembles a licence issued by the Commitee with the
ntent of misleading the public into believing that such document is a Heence, or
whi trunsfers or assigns any ficence to another person, commits an offence and
shull be liable on summary conviction 1o a fine not excesding two thousand
doliars or to imprisonment for a period of six months, or w bath such fine and
period of imprisanment.

11. The Belize Tourism Board (Private and Commercial Recreational
Vessels) Regulations pre repealed.

12, These Regulations shall come into force on the 18th day of June, 2002,

MADE by the Belize Tourism Board this 18th day of June, 2002.

MRS, THERESE RATH)
Chairperson
Helize Tourisor Boaredl

APPROVED by the Minister responsible for Tourtsm this | Sih day of June,

2002,

(HON, MARK ESPAT)
Minisier of Tonriser gisd Yourh

THE 5UESIIARY LAWS OF RELIZE
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5 T I NS T

BELIZE TOURISHM BOARD ACT

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD (LOCAL WATER PASSENGER

AND WATERSPORTS VESSELS) REGULATIONS

AFPLICATIOM FOR A LICEMCE TO OFERATE A LOCAL

WATER FASSEMGER YEIZEL O A LOGCAL WATERSFORYT YVEISEL

1. Mame of Company or Owner:
Address o _
Telephone: Drake of Incorporstso:

e de Les 12

A tiliation with other companies, groups or individuals;

Name of Vessel:

Length of Vessel:
Captain of Vessel:
MWames and Addresses of Shareholders:

Mames ind Addresses of Directors;

Matire of Business:

(TS EISERT IS REN RS L e R R RSl e TR LI LR b bbb e R R i

iFor Official Use Only)
LICENCE NO. DATE:
Approved: Not Approved:

EEEEHE RN SRR R R LA R P L LR Rl Ll AR Rl LRl

DECLARATION BY APPLICANT

["'We declare that the above imfonmation is e and correct 1o best of myy’ our
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Belize Towrva Board (Local Wener Passerger and Weatergorty Fesselsyy  [CAP. 278 47

knowledge.

Owner/Operator

THE 5URSIINARY LASYWS (OF BELIFE REVISED EDITiON 2pes
Pringed hy she Governmant Frinter.
ke, | Poveer Lane,
Belmopan, by the suthernt of
thie Loy erniment of Belizn



5 [CAP. 375 Beloe Torrven Bocrd (Looa Water Pacevgper and Wesersporty Vesels)

This licence is granted 10 toy operate

{ame of (perator) {(ome of Yessel)

which has met the standards required by the Belize Tourism Board to operate
it Belizenn Terrtona Wilersas a

vessel apecify rype of vassel)

This licence shall remain in force for one vear and shall be subject to the
follwing conditions: (Specify conditions, if any)

Civen under my hand this dav of 20

(CHAIRPERSON)
Loval Water Passenper Vessels
aned LocalWatersporis Vessels Comminee

THE SUBSIDLARY LAYys 0k BRLIAE BEYIsELY L E VLRSS ZiHLs
Printigd by the Governmuent Pronier,
ke | Pirwer Lang
Belmopan, B The sutherits of
e Cigvernmenl of Peliee



Belee Tonrvan Bogra (Loca Warer Passenger and Watersports Pessely [CAP. 275 &

THIRD SCHEDULE (REGULATION 8

TYPE OF VESSEL FEE
Shtile £250.00
Woater Tax H250.0:0
Cruise Tender £250.00
Pantoon Boats over 25 fiset S250.00
EARTH
TYTE OF VESSEL FEE
Skiffs over 25 feot S204.00
Party Boals 20000
Fan Boags L. 00
I
W & = 14 Hs
et Ski 10000
Wiave Humners S 100,040
Skiffs Under 25 fest S100.00
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["-:i:llupull. By e ot lorgy of
ths Gievernmetii of Belice

Frinted By The dvvomenemt Priner.
N, 1 Power Lone.



